
The World Federation of Trade Unions 17th Congress. 

 

Comrades, congress delegates and the Bureau. 

Let me first, on behalf of the Swedish delegation to express our gratitude towards the World 

Federation Trade Union leadership and its Secretary General George Mavrikos for the offer to attend 

this grand Congress. A congress that brings together the world's workers to counsel on a strictly class 

oriented policy and democratic grounds, partly to learn from the past years 'successes and failures, 

but more important to decide on the next years' activities to achieve a world free of capitalist 

barbarity and oppression. 

Once. Thanks for the invitation to the 17th World Congress of WFTU.  

We in the Swedish delegation want to express our special thanks to all the South African workers and 

their trade union COSATU who headed and enabled it vile and abhorrent system of apartheid was 

relegated to the garbage heap of history. There is of course no coincidence that the WFTU's 17th 

congress held right here in South Africa. 

 

We would also like to take this opportunity to express our great admiration and thanks to all 

Vietnams union members when you as the first country in history managed to defeat the US 

imperialism and its war machine. A grand victory for all the world's workers and it´s union members.  

There are few countries in the world where the economy is so monopolized as in Sweden. Everything 

sold, produced and supplied are owned and controlled by 15 families in Sweden, this applies not only 

industrial, but also of education and health care as it is now privatized. These 15 families control a 

market capitalization of equivalent to 400 billion euros, which represents Sweden's GDP in 2015. 

Let me mention the four most important families, you may all know them and their business. 

 

The Wallenberg family is the largest and most important owner family. They control companies that 

you all have met and know. The key companies are Asea Brown Boweri, Atlas Copko, Astra Zeneca, 

Electrolux/Husqvarna, Investor, Ericsson, Aleris, Stora Enso, SKF, SAAB and SEB Bank 

 

Fredrik Lundberg, who through the Lundberg-companies controls the company Holmen (Forest 

Group) Hufudstaden (real estate), Sandvik, Skanska, NCC, SSAB (Ironworks) Volvo Trucks and 

Handelsbanken. 

 

The Kamprad family is known all over the world for its furniture and interior design company IKEA. 

They have operations worldwide. What´s worth noting about IKEA is that it is not a company listed 

on the stock market, but it is run as a foundation. The difference between a listed company and a 

foundation is that a listed company is legally forced to disclose their annual reports on the other 

hand need a foundation never publicly disclose their activities.  

What we do know is that the business owner Ingvar Kamprad is one of the world's 20 richest men. 

 

Bonnier family owns and controls virtually all aspects of the media in Sweden. It takes almost all day, 

weekly and monthly magazines. It controls almost all publishing and all distribution of books. It owns 

all the cinemas in Sweden and that it also owns the production company SF (Swedish Film Industry). 

This family decide what should be shown on Swedish cinema, and what movies to be recorded. They 

also own the most TV and Radio channels in addition to the Public Service stations. 

 

This is the reality of which the Swedish workers live under, and of course characterizes all trade 



union activities in Sweden. 

Unfortunately, as belonging to a Swedish trade union organization LO (Confederation), the CIA 

created the ITUC. This means that the Swedish trade union organization sees as its main task to work 

with businesses and government to safeguard capitalism and its future. 

This in turn means that the Swedish LO together with the Swedish international monopoly 

companies signed a union general contractor. This agreement is called the Industry. 

The agreement came to life in 1997 between industrial companies and the unions. Text of the 

Agreement contains two parts. The first part of the text of the agreement states that the agreement 

has its purpose to strengthen the industry's international competitiveness. Simply put, it means that 

the agreement will guarantee the shareholders profits, ie parasites unearned income. 

The second part of the agreement that deals with the negotiation procedure is that the Industry 

should set norm for the rest of the Swedish labor market. In practice this means that no other trade 

unions may conclude collective agreements that exceed the levels that the Industry specify. 

This Agreement, that everyone understands, are hanging a wet blanket over the Swedish working 

class and of course has created a strong opposition between the 14 professional associations that 

organize the Swedish working class. The Industrial Agreement primary protector on the Swedish 

labor market is, unfortunately, The IF Metall union that organizes workers of mines, ironworks and 

light engineering industries. Swedish IF Metal is unfortunately the largest and most reactionary 

Industrial union. Its counterpart can be said to be my own union, the Swedish construction workers 

union. We do not recognize the role that the Industrial Agreement plays. This means that we not only 

have to battle with our employers, but also within trade union movement. 

Thats is what you get when you have unions that do not conduct a proper and class politics. 

This was shown very clearly in the wage negotiations during the spring of 2016. When we had taken 

our members on strike for a new collective agreement,  

We were encourage by the LO chairman and the Swedish employers' chairman in a public and joint 

statement to immediately close down the strike and accept the standard contract of the industry. 

A request we did not bother to listen to but we completed our strike to victory. 

 

With that in mind, I’m glad to see start of a new chapter of in the history of WFTU, where union 

members from different part of the Swedish union movement are joining together to start up a 

swedish, and hopefully a Nordic part of the WFTU. This class oriented movement is the only way to 

go to achieve victory for the workers and the working class of Sweden. 

 

Once again comrades. 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to attend this great congress. 

 

Thanks for listening 

 

Lars Lundberg. 

from Sweden´s delegation. 
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